LF firm is
all about
manholes
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LITTLE FALLS — Forget the mouse
trap, the idea driving a Little Falls manu-
facturer is to build a better manhole.

And they are using recycled plastic.

Ladtech Manufacturing, Little Falls,
uses high density polyethylene — recycled
from milk jugs, detergent bottles and injec-
tion molded thin-wall containers — to
make manhole adjusting rings for the
manhole chimney as an alternative to
what has traditionally been concrete. The
plastic is resistant to chemicals and
freeze/thaw conditions.

Ladtech Manufacturing reports one
two-inch adjustment ring diverts about 50
to 60 milk jugs or detergent bottles from
landfills. The recycled plastic is molded into
the rings.

Ladtech was founded by husband and
wife. Dwight and Lana Wiedrich, Lino
Lakes. He’s chief executive officer. She’s
company president. They own Ladtech Inc.
in Lino Lakes and Ladtech Manufacturing
in Little Falls in what was formerly the
Integrated Molding Concepts plant. They
employ about seven full-time workers and
use The Work Connection to supplement
the crew as needed.

Dwight Wiedrich invented the plastic
adjusting manhole ring. After a concrete
manhole is created, several of the Ladtech
adjusting rings may be attached to the top
of the concrete cylinder. The goal is to bring
the manhole cover even with the road’s
surface. The company also creates Ladtech
Casting Savers, which are placed on top of
manhole covers before paving work to pre-
vent asphalt from sticking to the frames.

The concrete manhole rings can weigh
about 85 pounds. A Ladtech adjusting ring
— tested for compression, weight and
impact resistance — weighs about six
pounds. The plastic ring may last 75 to 100
years, Dwight Wiedrich said, adding that is
compared to a concrete ring that may last
up to 20 years.

A hurdle has been in convincing people
changing from a traditional concrete ver-
sion to the recycled plastic is an option.

“Once they make up their mind that it’s
OK to make a change we have them
hooked,” Dwight Wiedrich said.

He said their rings are more expensive
than concrete for an upfront cost but the




